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Suitable For: All clients.

Time Frame: Anytime.

Lesson Objective: To give your client a general understanding of what the 
Bible is all about.

Instructions: Read the instruction sheet in the Introduction to get a general 
understanding of how to present the Bible study. Copy the Bible quiz and 
discussion sheets for the client. The client will read along as you present the 
Bible study. 

* Questions to discuss with your client are bolded and italicized.

Homework: Copy and give client the homework. 

Supplies: New Living Bible

Note: You do not need to remove the master sheets from the protective plas-
tic to copy. You can copy right through the plastic. Start with the last page 
first and move forward so your copies will come out in order.

All rights reserved. 
These masters are intended 
for reproduction only by the 
organization that purchased 
them. The curriculum may not 
be shared with other centers or 
posted on the Internet.

Published by: 
The Heritage House ‘76, Inc.
919 So. Main St. 
Snowflake, AZ 85937
800-858-3040 
www.hh76.com
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE BIBLE?
This little quiz is not a test. It’s not to make you feel stupid or lacking. It is a way that we can find out 
how much you know so we know where to start. 

Many times, Bible studies talk about people and events, making the assumption that the person doing 
the study already knows these things. But the only way to know something is to be exposed to it. If you 
didn’t go to Sunday school, catechism, or church much when you were growing up, you would not be 
exposed to these things.

Obviously, because you are reading this, you have some desire to learn about the Bible. I would love 
to teach you about the Bible. So, before we start, please take this quiz to give me an idea of how much 
you know.

1. What do you think the Bible is?

2. In the Bible, who are referred to as God’s chosen people?

3. Who was Jesus’ mother?

4. What is a Jew?

5. What is the main difference between the Old and New Testament in the Bible?

6. I believe that: 

 A. The Bible is a book of made-up stories that teach us how to be good. 

 B. The events of the Bible really happened.

7. I believe that Jesus is...

8. True or False: If you are good enough, you can go to heaven.

Bible Quiz, Page 1
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9. Who did Moses lead out of captivity?

10. What did Noah build?

11. The country where the Jews live now is called    .

12. What was the Pharisees’ job description in the Bible?

13. True or False: There are other books that are the inspired Word of God.

14. How much do you read the Bible? 

 A. Never

 B. I did a long time ago.

 C. Every once in while

 D. Regularly

15. Do you consider yourself a Christian? If so, why?

Bible Quiz, Page 2



Lesson B1.1What Is the Bible?

©2001-2008 Heritage House ‘76, Inc. 1-800-858-3040 Earn While You Learn, Module B1 14

When you were in kindergarten, do you remember the process of learn-
ing how to read? Maybe you knew your letters individually. But when they 
were put together in a word, you had no way of knowing the meaning of 
the word. How did you learn to read? By someone teaching you how to put 
letters together to make words and how to sound them out. The same is 
true with studying the Bible. Obviously, because you are doing this study, 
you are interested in knowing about God. You may vaguely know that in-

formation about God is found in the Bible. You may know a story here, a Bible person there, but not 
know how to put them together. Like reading, we are going to start with the basics: what is the Bible, 
where did it come from, who wrote it, and what is it all about? There are many answers to these ques-
tions. Let’s look at them.

The Bible Is a Book about the Present
Think about it. If you believe God created something as big as the universe and as small as the atom 
and everything in between, this is an amazing God! In fact, it is very hard to imagine why someone SO 
powerful would even want to deal with humans. How would He even talk to us? The answer is through 
the Bible. It is called the INSPIRED Word of God. 

When we say that the Bible was inspired by God, we don’t mean that God took a person’s hand and 
moved it to write the words. Rather, we mean that He placed what He wanted written in the people’s 
minds and they wrote it. Sometimes this was done through an inner feeling, an impulse, a voice, a 
dream, or a vision.

  Read 2 Tim. 3:16 (pg. 723) and fill in the answers.

 “All Scripture (the words in the Bible) is     by God and is useful to     
us what is     and to make us realize what is      in our lives. It 
straightens us out and     us to do what is right. It is God’s way of     
us in every way, fully      for every good thing God wants us to do.”

The Bible Is a Book about the Past
The Bible is a book of history of a race of people known as the Jews. They are 
also referred to as Hebrews and Israelites in the Bible, but all of these terms are 
interchangeable (they can be used for each other and mean the same thing). 
The Jews are a race of people, like Italians or Mexicans. They follow a religion 
called Judaism. Not every Jewish person practices the Jewish religion and 
other non-Jews can join the religion. But being of the Jewish race is something 
that is found in a person’s genes (no, not their blue jeans), not in what religion 
they practice. Fill in the spaces in your worksheet.

Discussion Sheet, Page 1
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 The Jews are a    . Being a Jew is also a    . 

 Sammy Davis Junior was a great singer in the 70s. He was of the African-American race, yet he 
became a Jew. How is this possible? 

 A man named Moche Wexler was born of the Jewish race and raised in a home that observed 
all the Jewish laws and customs. As an adult he became a Christian and a pastor at a Lutheran church. 
Is he still a Jew? Explain your answer.

Where did the Jewish race start? Read Genesis 17:1-8 (pg. 11).

 Fill in three of the many promises God made to Abraham.

Promise #1

Promise #2

Promise #3

This is the beginning of the Jewish race. All people of the Jewish race have 
Abraham as their original father. Abraham lived around 4000 years ago. It’s hard 
to appreciate how many years ago this is.

Only a few hundred years ago, there were no big cities and the country was 
almost all wilderness inhabited by Native Americans. In only a little over 200 
years, everything you see in all the cities of America were built. 

Now, with this in mind, think about how long ago 4,000 years is!

 Write down who told Abraham that he was going to start a race of people.

Discussion Sheet, Page 2
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The Bible not only talks about God’s people, the Jews, but it also speaks a great deal about all the 
countries of a part of the world called the Middle East. Many of the countries written about in the Bible 
two, three, and four thousand years ago still exist. 

God made another covenant with Abraham. Read Genesis 15:18 (pg. 10).

 What is the main point of this covenant? 

The name of this land God gave to Abraham is Israel. This is why the Jews are also called Israelites. 
The first part of the Bible, called the Old Testament, is mostly about God’s people, the Jews, and their 
country called Israel. 

Israel is in the news almost every day. Israel is a nation in the Middle East that is located right where 
God said it would be when He made the covenant with Abraham. The Jews are still there today, 4,000 
years later. Look at the map on the next page, so you can get an idea of where this country is located. 
The world map gives you an idea of where the Middle East is located in relation to the world.

If the Bible is history, there must be historical proof of the people and places it 
talks about.

For the Bible to be historically correct, there has to be proof of the people, places 
and events it talks about. Let’s look at one example of this: 

Read 2 Kings 25:1–2 and 8–9 (pg. 237).

The Bible tells us about this happening, but how do we know it’s true? It could 
have just been a story someone made up. 

 Here’s how we know it really happened: In 1938 letters were found imbedded in a layer of burnt 
charcoal and ashes in the town of Lachish, which was located close to Jerusalem. They were written on 
pieces of broken pots, not paper, which is why they survived. 

Almost all the letters were written by one man named Hoshiah, who was stationed at a military out-
post. These letters were written around 588 B.C. (588 years before Christ). 

These letters list names of people Hoshiah either had come in contact with or heard about. The people 
he wrote about were names that are found in the Bible at that time! Not only do they mention names, 
they talk about King Nebuchandnezzar and his attack on the city of Jerusalem. The fact that these 
letters were found in ashes is consistent with 2 Kings 25:9, which says, “He burned down the Temple of 
the Lord, the royal palace, and all the houses of Jerusalem. He destroyed all the important buildings in 
the city.”

Discussion Sheet, Page 3
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Israel in Relation to the World

Israel - Close Up

Israel

The United States

Africa
Africa

So. America

Israel

United States

Canada

Europe Asia

Australia
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 There have been thousands of archaeological finds in the Middle East 
that prove the places and events in the Bible are true. Sodom and Gomorrah 
are two cities talked about in Genesis. The Bible says they were destroyed by 
fire from heaven. Scientists used to say these cities were just myths, made-up 
stories in the Bible. Now archaeologists have uncovered all five cities men-
tioned in Genesis. In fact, They are situated right where the Old Testament said 
they were. As far as Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction goes, archaeologist 
Clifford Wilson said that there is permanent evidence that they were, in fact, destroyed by fire or a 
fiery event. The cities have been located and their destruction fits exactly with how it is reported in the 
Bible. Basically, the Bible has become an archaeologist’s guidebook because they have found so much 
of what it talks about to be exactly where the Bible says it was!

Another example is the mention of the Hittites in the Old Testament. Skeptics used this as a claim that 
the Bible is not accurate because there is no evidence that these people ever existed. Archaeologist 
digging in Turkey have now discovered records of the Hittites! Archaeologist William F. Albright stated, 
“There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of the Old Testa-
ment tradition.” In other words, the Bible was right all along.

The Bible Is a Book about the Future
The Bible makes predictions throughout. Not only is the Bible a book about God and the history of the 
Jews, it is also a book about prophecy. Prophecy is God-inspired information someone speaks or writes 
that tells future events. The Bible was written over a period of 1,300 years. Some of the writers were 
prophets. A prophet was someone whom God used to tell people what was going to happen to them 
and their countries. Sometimes God did it to make them change from their wicked ways. Sometimes 
He did it so a king would change his plans. Sometimes he used prophets to help the leaders of Israel to 
govern the country or to bring the country of Israel back to following Him. Let’s look at an example of 
a prophecy in the Bible. Isaiah was a major prophet in the Bible. He lived about 700 years before Christ 
was born. He predicted many things that came to pass. One of the most amazing was his prediction of 
the destruction of the magnificent city of Babylon.

Read Isaiah 13:1-3 (pg. 411).

The amazing thing about this prophecy was that when Isaiah made it, Babylon was just a small city. 
Assyria was the powerful city of the world. Babylon rose to world power in 606 B.C. and was destroyed in 
536 B.C. So, Isaiah prophesied about the fall of Babylon a hundred years before it even rose to power. 

Now read Isaiah 13:17 (pg. 412).
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History tells us that this is exactly what happened. Babylon became the 
most beautiful, magnificent city of the world. There were incredible pal-
aces and gardens. In fact, the gardens were so incredible that they are 
recorded as one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Nobody thought that 
Babylon would ever fall. But it was conquered in 536 B.C. by the Medes! This 
prophecy would be no big deal except for one thing. When Isaiah spoke 
these words, the Medes were an almost unknown people of no power or 
importance. Yet he named them as the destroyer of Babylon.

Let’s put this in modern terms. It would be like someone one hundred years ago (that was before air-
planes and cars) prophesying that the World Trade Center would be attacked by Al Qaeda. How could 
they possibly know - unless God told them?

 

Discussion Sheet, Page 6
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1. Who are the Jews? 

2. What is the name of their country? 

3. Who is the father of the Jews? 

4. The Bible is a book about the    , the    , and the   .

5. Being a Jew involves both a     and a     .

6. What is prophecy? 

7. What is one way we know something actually happened in history? 

Look up the following Bible verses. When you read "your word," it is referring to scripture. This shows 
you how important the Word of God (the Bible) is to God and to us.

1. Psalm 119:89 (pg. 367) "Your eternal word, O Lord, your word           
    ." 

2. Psalm 119:160 (pg. 368) "The very essence of your words is   ; all your just     
will stand    ."

3. Isaiah 40:8 (pg. 427) "The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but the     of our 
God stands    ."

4. 2 Corinthians 4:2 (pg. 695) "We reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We do not try 
to trick anyone, and we do not distort the          .  
We tell the truth before God, and all who are honest know that."

Homework
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1. What do you think the Bible is?

 Answers will vary.

2. In the Bible, who are referred to as God’s chosen people?

 The Jews

3. Who was Jesus’ mother?

 Mary

4. What is a Jew?

 A person who believes in the Jewish religion or is born into the Jewish race

5. What is the main difference between the Old and New Testament in the Bible?

 Jesus

6. I believe that:

 A. The Bible is a book of made-up stories that teach us how to be good. 

 B. The events of the Bible really happened.

 Answers will vary.

7. I believe that Jesus is...

 Answers will vary.

8. True or False: If you are good enough, you can go to heaven.

 False

9. Who did Moses lead out of captivity?

 The Jews

10. What did Noah build?

 An ark

11. The country where the Jews live now is called Israel.

12. What was the Pharisees’ job description in the Bible?

 Religious lawyers

Bible Quiz Key, Page 1



Lesson B1.1What Is the Bible?

©2001-2008 Heritage House ‘76, Inc. 1-800-858-3040 Earn While You Learn, Module B1 22

13. True or False: There are other books that are the inspired Word of God.

 False

14. How much do you read the Bible? 

 A. Never

 B. I did a long time ago.

 C. Every once in while

 D. Regularly

 Answers will vary.

15. Do you consider yourself a Christian? If so, why?

 Answers will vary.

Bible Quiz Key, Page 2
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Before you start the lesson, give the Bible Quiz to find out how much she knows about the 
Bible.

When you were in kindergarten, do you remember the process of learning how to read? Maybe you 
knew your letters individually. But when they were put together in a word, you had no way of knowing 
the meaning of the word. How did you learn to read? By someone teaching you how to put letters to-
gether to make words and how to sound them out. The same is true with studying the Bible. Obviously, 
because you are doing this study, you are interested in knowing about God. You may vaguely know 
that information about God is found in the Bible. You may know a story here, a Bible person there, but 
not know how to put them together. Like reading, we are going to start with the basics: what is the 
Bible, where did it come from, who wrote it, and what is it all about? There are many answers to these 
questions. Let’s look at them.

The Bible Is a Book about the Present
Think about it. If you believe God created something as big as the universe and as small as the atom 
and everything in between, this is an amazing God! In fact, it is very hard to imagine why someone SO 
powerful would even want to deal with humans. How would He even talk to us? The answer is through 
the Bible. It is called the INSPIRED Word of God. 

* Do you know what the word inspired means when used like this? 

When we say that the Bible was inspired by God, we don’t mean that God took a person’s hand and 
moved it to write the words. Rather, we mean that He placed what He wanted written in the people’s 
minds and they wrote it. Sometimes this was done through an inner feeling, an impulse, a voice, a 
dream, or a vision.

* Why do you think God inspired people to write the Bible? Let’s see what the Bible says:

 Read 2 Tim. 3:16 (pg. 723) and fill in the answers.

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is God’s 
way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.

 “All Scripture (the words in the Bible) is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. 
It is God’s way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to 
do.”

The Bible Is a Book about the Past
The Bible is a book of history of a race of people known as the Jews. They are also referred to as Hebrews 
and Israelites in the Bible, but all of these terms are interchangeable (they can be used for each other 
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and mean the same thing). The Jews are a race of people, like Italians or Mexicans. They follow a religion 
called Judaism. Not every Jewish person practices the Jewish religion and other non-Jews can join the 
religion. But being of the Jewish race is something that is found in a person’s genes (no, not their blue 
jeans), not in what religion they practice. Fill in the spaces in your worksheet.

 The Jews are a race. Being a Jew is also a religion. 

 Sammy Davis Junior was a great singer in the 70s. He was of the African American race yet he 
became a Jew. How is this possible? He is a convert to the Jewish religion.

 A man named Moche Wexler was born of the Jewish race and raised in a home that observed 
all the Jewish laws and customs. As an adult he became a Christian and a pastor at a Lutheran church. 
Is he still a Jew? Explain your answer. He is a member of the Jewish race.

Where did the Jewish race start? Read Genesis 17:1–8 (pg. 11).

 Fill in three of the many promises God made to Abraham.

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am El Shaddai, 
God Almighty; serve me faithfully and live a blameless life. I will make a covenant with you, 
by which I will guarantee to give you countless descendents.” At this, Abram fell face down on 
the ground. Then God said to him, “This is my covenant with you: I will make you the father of 
not just one nation, but a multitude of nations. What’s more, I am changing your name. It will 
no longer be Abram; now you will be known as Abraham, for you will be the father of many 
nations. I will make you extremely fruitful. Your descendants will become many nations, and 
kings will be among them!”

“I will confirm my covenant with you and your descendants after you, from generation to 
generation. This is the everlasting covenant: I will always be your God and the God of your 
descendants after you.” (Promises underlined)

* Do you know what a covenant is? (It is a sacred agreement between God and man. It can also be a 
sacred agreement between two people.)

This is the beginning of the Jewish race. All people of the Jewish race have Abraham as their original 
father. Abraham lived around 4,000 years ago. It’s hard to appreciate how many years ago this is. To 
help you understand how many years this is think about the following: 

* Do you know how many years old the United States is? (For the answer, subtract 1776 from the 
current year.)

Client Advocate Copy, Page 2
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Only a few hundred years ago, there were no big cities and the country was almost all wilderness 
inhabited by Native Americans. In only a little over 200 years, everything you see in all the cities of 
America were built. 

* A woman named Hilda Long was born in 1900 and died in 2002. She lived to be 102 years old. Can 
you think of some things that happened or were discovered during her lifetime? Planes, trains, cars, 
antibiotics, lightbulbs, phones, computers, television - the list goes on.

Now, with this in mind, think about how long ago 4,000 years is!

 Write down who told Abraham that he was going to start a race of people. God

* Can you think of a reason God would have the Bible be about the history of the Jews? (Because they 
are His chosen people and Jesus, God’s Son, would be born through the Jewish race. God wanted the 
world to know about Himself through His dealings with His chosen people.)

The Bible not only talks about God’s people, the Jews, but it also speaks a great deal about all the 
countries of a part of the world called the Middle East. Many of the countries written about in the Bible 
two, three, and four thousand years ago still exist. 

God made another covenant with Abraham. Read Genesis 15:18 (pg. 10).

So the Lord made a covenant with Abram that day and said, “I have given this land to your 
descendants, all the way from the border of Egypt to the great Euphrates River.”

 What is the main point of this covenant? God gave the Jews land that would be their country.

The name of this land God gave to Abraham is Israel. This is why the Jews are also called Israelites. 
The first part of the Bible, called the Old Testament, is mostly about God’s people, the Jews, and their 
country called Israel. 

* Do you ever hear about a country named Israel in the news today?

Israel is in the news almost every day. Israel is a nation in the Middle East that is located right where 
God said it would be when He made the covenant with Abraham. The Jews are still there today, 4,000 
years later. Look at the map on the next page so you can get an idea of where this country is located. 
The world map gives you an idea of where the Middle East is located in relation to the world.

If the Bible is history, there must be historical proof of the people and places it talks about.

* Do you know who George Washington was? How long ago did he live? Do you believe he was a 
real person or did someone make him up? How do you know - really know? Can you think of some 
reasons we know he existed?
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Israel in Relation to the World

Israel - Close Up
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One reason we know George lived is because men of his time who knew him wrote about him. He 
had many contemporaries (people who lived at the same time he did) who wrote down what he said 
and did. We have paintings and sculptures of him. We also have proof because we have his own 
writings and we even have the house where he lived. 

For the Bible to be historically correct, there has to be proof of the people, places, and events it talks 
about. Let’s look at one example of this: 

(Explain the word “siege” and help her pronounce the names.)

Read 2 Kings 25:1–2 and 8–9 (pg. 237).

So on January 15, during the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 
led his entire army against Jerusalem. They surrounded the city and built siege ramps against 
its walls. Jerusalem was kept under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah’s reign.

On August 14 of that year, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, 
Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, an official of the Babylonian king, arrived in Jerusalem. 
He burned down the Temple of the Lord, the royal palace, and all the houses of Jerusalem. He 
destroyed all the important buildings in the city. Then the captain of the guard supervised the 
entire Babylonian army as they tore down the walls of Jerusalem on every side. 

* Can you sum up for me what we just read?

The Bible tells us about this happening, but how do we know it’s true? It could have just been a story 
someone made up. 

* What are some of the proofs that something happened historically? (Having the writings of a reli-
able eyewitness account of someone who was there is a good example.)

 Here’s how we know it really happened: In 1938 letters were found imbedded in a layer of burnt 
charcoal and ashes in the town of Lachish, which was located close to Jerusalem. They were written on 
pieces of broken pots, not paper, which is why they survived. 

Almost all the letters were written by one man named Hoshiah, who was stationed at a military out-
post. These letters were written around 588 B.C. (588 years before Christ). 

These letters list names of people Hoshiah either had come in contact with or heard about. The people 
he wrote about were names that are found in the Bible at that time! Not only do they mention names, 
they talk about King Nebuchandnezzar and his attack on the city of Jerusalem. The fact that these 
letters were found in ashes is consistent with 2 Kings 25:9, which says, “He burned down the Temple of 
the Lord, the royal palace, and all the houses of Jerusalem. He destroyed all the important buildings in 
the city.”
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* Do you know what archaeology is? (It is the study of people who lived far in the past through dig-
ging up their cities, towns, and homes. They can tell a lot about history and the civilization people 
lived in through archaeology.)

 There have been thousands of archaeological finds in the Middle East that prove the places 
and events in the Bible are true. Sodom and Gomorrah are two cities talked about in Genesis. The Bible 
says they were destroyed by fire from heaven. Scientists used to say these cities were just myths, made-
up stories in the Bible. Now archaeologists have uncovered all five cities mentioned in Genesis. In 
fact, they are situated right where the Old Testament said they were. As far as Sodom and Gomorrah’s 
destruction goes, archaeologist Clifford Wilson said that there is permanent evidence that they were, 
in fact, destroyed by fire or a fiery event. The cities have been located and their destruction fits exactly 
with how it is reported in the Bible. Basically, the Bible has become an archaeologist’s guidebook be-
cause they have found so much of what it talks about to be exactly where the Bible says it was!

Another example is the mention of the Hittites in the Old Testament. Skeptics used this as a claim that 
the Bible is not accurate because there is no evidence that these people ever existed. Archaeologists 
digging in Turkey have now discovered records of the Hittites! Archaeologist William F. Albright stated, 
“There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of the Old Testa-
ment tradition.” In other words, the Bible was right all along.

The Bible Is a Book about the Future
* Can you tell me what is going to happen to you in the hour after you leave here? Not what you plan 
to do, but what will happen to you. Whom will you bump in to? What will be said to you? Will there 
be an accident? No matter how you try, you simply cannot predict with certainty, even an hour into 
the future. Imagine if, on September 10, 2001, someone had told you that the Twin Towers of the 
World Trade Center would no longer be standing within a few hours. You would tell them they were 
crazy – it would have been unthinkable. 

The Bible makes predictions throughout. Not only is the Bible a book about God and the history of the 
Jews, it is also a book about prophecy. Prophecy is God-inspired information someone speaks or writes 
that tells future events. The Bible was written over a period of 4,000 years. Some of the writers were 
prophets. A prophet was someone whom God used to tell people what was going to happen to them 
and their countries. Sometimes God did it to make them change from their wicked ways. Sometimes 
He did it so a king would change his plans. Sometimes he used prophets to help the leaders of Israel to 
govern the country or to bring the country of Israel back to following Him. Let’s look at an example of 
a prophecy in the Bible. Isaiah was a major prophet in the Bible. He lived about 700 years before Christ 
was born. He predicted many things that came to pass. One of the most amazing was his prediction of 
the destruction of the magnificent city of Babylon.

* Do you know where Babylon was located? (It is the country of Iraq today!)

Read Isaiah 13:1-3 (pg. 411).
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Isaiah son of Amoz received this message concerning the destruction of Babylon: “Raise a 
signal flag on a bare hilltop. Call up an army against Babylon. Wave your hand to encour-
age them as they march into the palaces of the high and mighty. I, the Lord, have dedicated 
these soldiers for this task. Yes, I have called mighty warriors to express my anger, and they 
will rejoice when I am exalted.”

The amazing thing about this prophecy was that when Isaiah made it, Babylon was just a small city. As-
syria was the powerful city of the world. Babylon rose to world power in 606 B.C. and was destroyed in 
536 B.C. So, Isaiah prophesied about the fall of Babylon a hundred years before it even rose to power. 

Now read Isaiah 13:17 (pg. 412).

Look, I will stir up the Medes against Babylon. They cannot be tempted by silver or bribed 
with gold.

History tells us that this is exactly what happened. Babylon became the most beautiful, magnificent 
city of the world. There were incredible palaces and gardens. In fact, the gardens were so incredible 
that they are recorded as one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Nobody thought that Babylon would 
ever fall. But it was conquered in 536 B.C. by the Medes! This prophecy would be no big deal except for 
one thing. When Isaiah spoke these words, the Medes were an almost unknown people of no power or 
importance. Yet he named them as the destroyer of Babylon.

Let’s put this in modern terms. It would be like someone one hundred years ago (that was before air-
planes and cars) prophesying that the World Trade Center would be attacked by Al Qaeda. How could 
they possibly know - unless God told them?
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1. Who are the Jews? 

 They are a race of people who believe in the Jewish religion.

2. What is the name of their country? 

 Israel

3. Who is the father of the Jews? 

 Abraham

4. The Bible is a book about the past, the present, and the future.

5. Being a Jew involves both a race and a religion.

6. What is prophecy? 

 Telling something that is going to happen in the future

7. What is one way we know something actually happened in history? 

 People who lived at the time it happened write about it.

Look up the following Bible verses. When you read "your word," it is referring to scripture. This shows 
you how important the Word of God (the Bible) is to God and to us.

1. Psalm 119:89 (pg. 367) "Your eternal word, O LORD, your word stands firm in heaven." 

2. Psalm 119:160 (pg. 368) "The very essence of your words is truth; all your just regulations will stand 
forever."

3. Isaiah 40:8 (pg. 427) "The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands 
forever."

4. 2 Corinthians 4:2 (pg. 695) "We reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We do not try 
to trick anyone, and we do not distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and all who 
are honest know that."
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